CALEB CUSHING TO GOV.-GENERAL CHENG YUCAI, APRIL 16, 1844 [REPLYING TO
CHENG’S COMMUNICATION THAT NEGOTIATIONS COULD NOT TAKE PLACE IN THE NORTH
AND THAT, JUST AS IN THE CASE OF POTTINGER’S NEGOTIATIONS, THEY WOULD HAVE TO
TAKE PLACE “ON-THE-SPOT” IN THE SOUTH]
“The rules of politeness and ceremony observed by Sir H. Pottinger were doubtless
just and proper in the particular circumstances of the case; but, to render them fully
applicable to the United States, it would be necessary for my government in the first
instance, to subject the people of China to all the calamities of war, and especially to take
possession of some island on the coast of China, as a place of residence for its minister. I
cannot suppose that the Imperial government wishes the United States to do this. Certainly
no such wish is entertained at present by the United States, which, animated with the most
amicable sentiments towards China, feels assured of being met with corresponding
deportment on the part of China.”
[from Morse, International Relations of the Chinese Empire, p. 324, citing Chinese Repository, August, 1845]

CALEB CUSHING TO GOV.-GENERAL CHENG YUCAI, APRIL 24, 1844 [REPLYING TO
CHENG’S COMMUNICATION PROTESTING THE U.S. FRIGATE BRANDYWINE’S
UNAUTHORIZED MOVEMENT TO WHAMPOA]
“I can only assure your Excellency that this is not the way for China to cultivate
good will and maintain peace. The late war with England was caused by the conduct of the
authorities at Canton, in disregarding the rights of public officers who represented the
English government. If, in the face of the experience of the last five years, the Chinese
government now reverts to antiquated customs, which have already brought such disasters
upon her, it can be regarded in no other light than as evidence that she invites and desires
war with the other great Western powers. The United States would sincerely regret such a
result. We have no desire whatever to dismember the territory of the empire. Our citizens
have at all times deported themselves here in a just and respectful manner. The position and
policy of the United States enable us to be the most disinterested and the most valuable of
the friends of China. I have flattered myself therefore, and cannot yet abandon the hope, that
the Imperial government will see the wisdom of promptly welcoming and of cordially
responding to the amicable assurances of the government of the United States.”
[from Morse, International Relations of the Chinese Empire, p. 324-25, citing Chinese Repository, August,
1845]

